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shapes

for 12 string instruments

Setup: 6 violins, 2 violas, 3 cellos, 1 contrabass

Time is given in minutes on the top and bottom lines. Each piece must be repeated; the 2nd time it must be
played in double tempo (the 1st time a measure counts 20 seconds, the 2nd time 10 seconds). The time should
be indicated by a digital timer, or a conductor; if there is a conductor, he or she should not use a timer; the
timing may deviate from the given pattern.

Each measure must be performed in one bowing. Bowing must be executed evenly and smoothly. The timing
determines velocity and pressure of the bowing and thus affects the dynamics. In pieces 12 and 23 the parts
that play harmonics have the measure marked in the middle, which means that there are two bowings per
measure. In each case bow changes must be absolutely synchronous.

Microtones are indicated:
£=+1/4 (=-1/4
T=+1/6 [=-16 $=+2/6 h=-2/6

Nikolaus Gerszewski OM114.015-23
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